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MR JIM SMITH 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [12.54 pm]: I bring to the attention of Parliament the outstanding dedication 
of Bunbury surf-lifesaving volunteer Jim Smith and his recent recognition as the state surf-lifesaver of the year. 
Jim received the prestigious honour for his tireless contribution to surf-lifesaving in Western Australia, which 
has spanned 12 years. Jim came to Australia in 1992 from Zambia, which, ironically, is a landlocked country. He 
moved to the south west eight years ago and fell in love with the lifestyle and, of course, the beaches. We are 
extremely thankful to have him. During Jim’s time as a volunteer surf-lifesaver, he has been involved in 
countless rescues and now manages the club’s regional response team, which involves him in large-scale 
emergency search and rescue missions. He is also in charge of water safety for numerous sporting events that are 
held in Bunbury. Last year Jim was a key player in the rescue of a semi-conscious teenager at Bunbury’s Back 
Beach. He revived her and also managed to save her friends who got caught in large waves that were crashing on 
the rocks. This level of dedication inspires me, but what inspires me more is that the City of Bunbury Surf 
Lifesaving Club has a team of about 120 people who actively volunteer and conduct beach patrols. Like Jim, 
they selflessly commit themselves to this important role. The familiar red and yellow uniform that our surf 
lifesavers wear is a proud and patriotic symbol of Australia, thanks to volunteers like Jim. On behalf of my 
community I take this opportunity to thank him and the army of volunteers who keep our beaches safe in 
Western Australia. I also wish Jim the best of luck in contesting the Australian Surf Lifesaver of the Year 
Award, which will be announced tomorrow night. 
 


